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You can find womonspace at: 

Audrey’s Books, B&D Emporium, Pride 
Centre of Edmonton, Prism, 

Planned Parenthood, Roxy Theatre, 
The Roost, Womonspace dances 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We resérve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 


NEWSLETTER STAFF 
Editor: Jeanne Wood 
Designer: Marcey Andrews 
Advertising Representative: Terri Hayes 
Distributor: Marlene Checknita 
Webmaster: Jan Provick 


PRINTING 
Dial Printing Inc. 


NEXT ISSUES 
December - Holiday Traditions 
January - Resolutions 


We welcome submissions up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, 

poetry, artwork or photographs 

(minimum 200 dpi files) are all 
welcomed. 


Forward your submissions by: 
MAIL 
womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4 
PHONE 
780.482.1794 
E-MAIL 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


WEBSITE 


www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 
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guest editorial 


Guest editor hard at work. 


culture of SIMIAN ele 


ith our wonderful newsletter 

editor Jeanne away with family 

commitments, it is with great 
pleasure that Terri Hayes and I welcome 
you to the November issue of our news- 
letter. This months topic is Culture and 
we are sad and somewhat embarrassed 
to report the “deer in the headlights” 
feeling we both had once we found out 
the topic. We spent a few hours at a 
coffee shop looking at each other mum- 
bling “are you cultured?” “where is 
the dictionary?” and “ what have we 
gotten ourselves into?” But we perse- 
vered and after enough caffeine, we had 
a plan of action. 

In this issue we have included the 
“Best Of” Womonspace Newsletter 
entries. We felt that by putting together 
some of the past excellent submissions 
and articles, we would be presenting a 
glimpse into the Culture of Womonspace. 
It was not at all easy to choose only a 
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by Cindy Bruneau 


few submissions, but with the help of 
a few board members, and some of Terri’s 
wonderful Sunday morning banana 
bread, we were able to compile some 
of our favourite submissions. We hope 
you enjoy them as well. 

While searching through the news- 
letters we couldn’t help but feel a sense 
of pride and gratitude to everyone that 
has made submissions over the years. It 
was amazing to see the number of people 
that took the time to write up a quick 
article or story. It was equally amazing 
to see the number of people that submit 
on a continuous basis!! You’re support 
and thoughts are greatly appreciated!! 
Speaking of support, we would like to 
congratulate the new members of the 
Womonspace board that were elected 
on October 16th. The AGM turnout 
was great and the dance was even 
grrrrrreater!!! Thank you to all of you 
who attended.v 


MELISSA ETHERIDGE DIAGNOSED WITH BREAST CANCER 


(WWW.vhi.com) 

Melissa Etheridge has been diagnosed with breast cancer and has canceled her 
upcoming tour dates to undergo surgery. The cancer was detected early, and the 
singer’s doctor is optimistic about her recovery, according to a statement released by 
Etheridge’s publicist. Since it was detected, Etheridge, 43, has been receiving 
treatment. “I am fortunate to be under a wonderful doctor’s care and thankful that 
this was caught early,” the singer said in the statement. Following surgery, Etheridge 
will recover at her Los Angeles home with her wife—actress Tammy Lynn Michaels 
— and children. “I am looking forward to a quick and full recovery,” she said. The 
remaining 11 dates on Etheridge’s tour—including stops in Massachusetts, Quebec, 
Washington, DC, New York, California and Arizona—have been canceled, and 
refunds will be made available at the place where the tickets were purchased, 
according to Etheridge’s publicist. 


SITCOM FOR ETHERIDGE 


(www. hollywoodreporter.com) 


Melissa Etheridge is crossing over to television as the star of an ABC sitcom. After 
competitive bidding among several networks, the project from 20th Century Fox 
TV and studio-based Brad Grey TV landed at ABC with a script commitment plus 
a six-figure penalty. To be written by Linda Wallem, the untitled project is described 
as a nontraditional family comedy and as a reversed Will & Grace with a kid. It 
centers on a gay woman (Etheridge), a music teacher who lives with her best friend, 
a straight man. The two are raising the daughter of another friend. Wallem will 
executive produce the project with Brad Grey. Etheridge will serve as producer. It is 
unclear if Etheridge’s illness will affect her work on the sitcom. 
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saturday, november 20, 9 pm 


Prism presents Amy Bishop in 


concert. Advance tickets $7, now on 
sale at Prism. Limited number of 
tickets available. For information 
on Amy Bishop visit 


www.amybishop.com 


saturday, november 27, 9 pm to 1am 
Pride Centre of Edmonton World 
Beat Dance. Mixed dance, DJ Dade, 
Pride Squad Show. Youth 
Understanding Youth welcome 
(wristbands will be provided for 
minors). Party platters of food 
available all night. Tickets are $10 
in advance and $15 at the door. 
Inglewood Hall, 12515-116 Avenue. 
(Advance tickets available at Pride 
Centre at #45, 9912-106 Street, 
Earth’s General Store and local 
community GLBT hangouts.) 
See page 5 for more details. 


COMING SOON 


satrurday, december 18, 9 pm to 1 am 
Pride Centre of Edmonton 
Christmas Dance. Mixed dance, DJ 
Dade. Youth Understanding Youth 
welcome (wristbands will be 
provided for minors). Party platters 
of food available all night. Tickets 
are $10 in advance and $15 at the 
door. Inglewood Hall, 12515-116 
Avenue. (Advance tickets available 
at Pride Centre at #45, 9912-106 
Street, Earth’s General Store and 
local community GLBT hangouts.) 


See page 5 for more details. 
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Am ee Concert 
Ticket S 9e'n0, fast! 


10524-101 Street 


Foy more alo call Wo—o028 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration § 
Empowerment of 
Women's Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 


Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888.WYM.WARE 

www. womynsware.com 


community news 


Your new board! 
Left to right (back): Ellen, Mala, Norma, Jenn (front): Rae, Trish, Dolly (missing): Brenda, Jeanne 


Message from the Prez 


by Jaimie Clements 


at's hard to believe that a whole year 
J has already come and gone. A lot 
Y has happened in the past year and 
I'd like to thank the board of 2003/2004 
for all of their dedicated work. I’m not 
sure 1f people realize the amount of 
time and energy that goes on behind the 
scenes so I do hope you appreciate all 
that they’ve done. We’ve a had a lot of 
events take place over the past year— 
the golf tourney, pride and the concert/ 
dance we hosted with EVM all were 
great successes. The rest of the dances 
as most of you now know had shown a 
drop in attendance and profit, again the 
reason why some of the dances were 
cut in the upcoming year. 
I'd also like to thank all the volun- 
teers who graciously gave their time to 
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Community news 


help out with the activities. You have 
no idea how much it is appreciated! 
I do hope you continue with your sup- 
port to the new board. Ah yes, the new 
board. At our AGM on October 18th, 
we elected your new board. A few of 
us on the board of last year including 
myself have decided to step down for 
various reasons. So, your new board for 
2004/2005 is...drum roll please... 


President: Norma 

Vice President: Ellen 

Treasurer: Trish 

Secretary: Brenda 

Public Relations: Rae 

Activities Coordinator: Jenn 
Volunteer Coordinator: Dolly 
Membership Coordinator: Mala 
Editor: Jeanne 


Please congratulate your new board 
when you see them next...they’ll be the 
ones in the tiara’s!! One last thing, I’d 
like to thank Julie for chairing the AGM 
once again—and perhaps next year the 
mud-wrestling pit will be set up!! 50) 


See yall around! 


photos courtesy JP 


More from the AGM and dance... 
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AGT ARWE ae ea 
She loves me, she loves me not! She loves 
me, she loves me not! As there are probably 
no daisies outside at the moment to pick 
from...why dont you just ask her? It’s 
really and truly that easy...trust me! 

CAPRICORN Clecz2—jani) 
You're experiencing continued growth 
with almost all situations at this time in 
yout life. The overdue acknowledgements 
are finally here. Step up to the podium! 

ABUARIUS Gan2o—feb\a) 

You tend to have more secrets than any 
other zodiac sign. It gives you that 
unspoken edge that you have over almost 
all of your close relations ships, which is 
exactly the way you like it. 

Deces Cebla—mav2e) 
There's a saying that goes something 
like...lf you love someone, set them free. If 
they come back, remember to Open Your 
arms freely. Don't let your stubborn side 
control your heart. It doesn't pay off in the 
end, as you already know. 

ARIES Gmav2|—apri9) 
Was that you speeding down the road? You 
seem to be going, going, gone a lot lately. 
Why are you running and from whom? 
You can only avoid the radar detectors of 
life for a little while longer but not much. 

TAURUS Cpr2o—ma ) 

This month you seem to be getting teased 
a lot in a very good way. People really seem 
to be getting kick out of your really cool 
personality. It’s one of those months where 
you really are understood, which is very 
important to you. 


GEMINI Gray2|—|un2\) 

You're ultra busy! So busy in fact, that the 
closest people to you are really missing 
that witty, fun-loving presence that is so 
much qa part of Your UNIQUENESS. Slow 
down! | know it's not an easy task, but 
you'll feel more balanced, content and 
happier as a result. 

CANCER Gunz2— lez) 

Those major life changes you've been 
going through lately have been hard on 
you. Let your family and friends be there 
for you. We all know how Cancer women 
love to help, listen and be there for others 
but let this month be your time to receive. 
LEO Culzs—avoz2) 

As you're 4 very expressive individual i.e. 
talking, laughing and doing things, etc. 
you need to say what you need to say, 
laugh as much as possible and physically do 
as much as you can. Recent changes may 
have set you back and you need to let your 
true self shine once again. 

NIRGZO (auazs—sepz2) 
Excellent month for you! Your business 
sense is dead-on. Your love life continues 
to blossom and your friends and family 
offer many precious moments. Ah!!! I’m 
pouting...| want to be a Virgo this month. 

LIBRA (Gepz3—octz3) 

Your shoulders and ears are very important 
to your loved ones right now as you seem 
to be saying all the right stuff You feel 
very valued as a result of this and that’s 
important to you. 


ASTROSCOPES 


ECORPIO 


Mysterious, sensual, hard-to-catch..um...you’re playing all the 
rules in the game of love your way and it’s wor king. It's definitely 
avery p olayful month for you, so {ust coast for now as some very 
Peas | yet exciting challenges gre coming your way. 


by Rainbow 


eoct2 | —~ nove) 
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ARE YOU CRAFTY? 


We're looking for crafts and trades 
people interested in renting a 
table at a Community Fair. Contact 
womonspace@hotmail.com or leave 
a message at 482-1794. 


EMPORIUM 


Clothing for bad 
boys and girls 


9652 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton 
780-428-LTHR 


426 8th Ave. S.E. 
Calgary 
403-265-7789 


OAd Jeuye9| *xa}e] ‘Ysiey 
Fetish, latex, leather, PVC 


Magazines, pride supplies, boots and shoes 


Are you interested in participating in 
research on lesbian families with children? 


Currently, a PhD student in the Department of Human Ecology Is 
conducting a study on the experiences of lesbian families with 
children. The purpose of this study is to explore their family 
experiences. | am interested in speaking to families in which the 


children were conceived by the couple in their current relationship. 


The study will involve two (2) family interviews with both 
mothers and their children. Each interview will take about one 
to two hours of your time. 


lf you are interested in finding out more about this study, 
please call Deborah Foster at 965-1621 or through email at 
dfoster@ualberta.ca 
All inquiries will be kept in strictest confidence. 
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Community news 


ride Centre of Edmonton has 

chosen to put on four dances 

this year in an effort to meet 
the needs of the growing GLBT com- 
munity in Edmonton. These dances 
are on alternating months with the 
Womonspace dances. Pride Centre has 
booked Inglewood Hall for the first 
two dances on November 27 and 
December 18. Inglewood can accom- 
modate 140. We have also booked Santa 
Maria Goretti on Friday February 19, 
2004 (Family Day weekend) for a 
catered dinner, Wayne Lee Show and 
dance. Santa Maria can accommodate 
500. We will have a final dance prior 
to the Pride Week, Dance in late 
April/early May. The date and location 
for this one has not yet been set. 

The November dance will have a 
World Beat Music theme! The 
December Dance is a Christmas Dance. 
Pride Squad, Edmonton’s very own 
GLBT Cheerleading troop, will be 
doing a show at the November dance 
and possibly the December one as well. 
Music provided by Smoo. Tickets are 
$10 in advance and $15 at the door. 
Party platters of food will be available 
throughout the night. The dances are 
mixed and open to Youth Understanding 
Youth, Edmonton’s GLBT Youth 
Group. We will have wrist bands that 
keep alcohol out of the hands of minors 
during the dance, as occurs at the Pride 
Week Dance. Tickets are available at 
Pride Centre at #45, 9912-106 Street 
(phone 488 3234), Earth’s General Store 
and your local community GLBT hang- 


Dance, Dance, Dance!! 


with Pride Centre of Edmonton 
by Kathy Da Silva 


outs. Watch for posters and ticket sales 
by Pride Centre volunteers! 

Pride Centre helped out at the 
October Womonspace dance. We will be 
helping out at all upcoming Womonspace 
dances. We have invited Womonspace 
to help out with Pride Centre Dances. 
We are also inviting Northern Chaps, 
The Imperial Court of the Wild Rose 
and other community groups to join 
us in organizing and participating in 
Pride Centre functions. If you or your 
group would like to join Pride Centre 
in making these events inclusive, dy- 
namic and great fun, please contact 
president@pridecentreofedmonton.org 

It is our hope that this collaboration 
will create a more vibrant GLBT com- 
munity in Edmonton! If Calgary can 
host dances that see 1500 to 2000 GLBT 
people in attendance, surely Edmonton 
can begin creating their own dynamic 
functions that see similar attendance 
and participation! Pride Centre believes 
this is totally possible! Perhaps the time 
is right for us to bring our unique groups 
together in common celebration! 
Regardless of our focus and purpose, 
all LGBT groups love to party and 
dance! Thanks to those of you who 
have been contacting us wanting to 
participate and volunteer. We need all 
of you and more, so get in touch and 
let’s start pooling resources to create a 
vibrant GLBT presence in Edmonton! ¥ 


Kathy 
President, 
Pride Centre of Edmonton 
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Culture of womonspace 


holiday traditions 


4 JAY Ls; 


Chosen Family 


by Stephanie Grossman 
(originally appeared July/August 2002) 


a0, 1m not much of a writer, and 
I’m certainly not one to talk about 

my family. I am, apparently, a 
sucker for the pleading of the charming 
editor of womonspace. | initially pro- 
tested. Vehemently. Driving away from 
a night of lesbian fun and games at 
GLCCE, I fully intended not to write 
anything. What can 
about my family anyway? Nobody 
wants to hear another long-winded 


*I* possibly write 


speil about dysfunctional middle-class 
family angst. I could, maybe, weave a 
tale of perfect nuclear family bliss, but 
I’m not really one for writing fantasy 
either (surely this doesn’t really exist 
in our plane of existence). I can’t even 
think of one remotely interesting thing 
about my family that’s worth discussing 
in front of the entire Edmonton dyke 
scene. It all just seems so inane and 
boring and I HATE it. Hrmph. 
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Steph (far right) and her Edmonton “family” in various 


shades of Madonna! Circa Halloween 2000. 


Then, as I’m driving down 109 St., 
traffic sucks and I’m brooding about 
why family ts such a stoopid, hard, 
frustrating thing to think about. AND 
I hate that it’s so easy to get under my 
skin by just mentioning the “F-word.” 
Aaarrrghhh—this sucks and I’m getting 
very grumpy about this whole thing. 
But then (now be prepared, this is the 
dramatic part) I pull in front of my 
house. This house that welcomed me as 
a complete stranger so openly when I 
first moved to Edmonton two years ago. 
This house, where a substantial portion 
of my family was borne out of good 
fortune, and an outrageous amount of 
generosity. At that moment I was struck 
with a couple of realizations. MY family 
is not restricted to the people who are 
related by blood to me. MY family is 
made up of many, many people who 


article continues on page 17... 
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Culture of Womonspace 


at you are bound and determined to 
if put yourself through the agony of 
MW owning a girlfriend at least get a 
horse girl. They are much more likely 
to take good care of you, and I’m not 
talking about their cooking skills. Let’s 
just say they are used to straddling 
large beasts and riding hard until the 
cows come home, and they can handle 
being put away wet. 

Horse girls are very loyal and will 
not stray far from you especially if you 
give them a treat every time you see 
them, a little rub or even a carrot or 
some such vegetable will do. They 
don’t socialize all that well, being very 
territorial and somewhat terrified so 
they are not the kind to go sniffing 
around and getting lost. 


Horse Girls 


by Joan White Calf 


(originally appeared October 2003) 


They are fairly low maintenance since 
their priorities are well established. They 
only really care about the thrill of riding 
and food, and are quite hardy when it 
comes to facing the elements. They just 
let their hair grow a little longer when 
the weather turns cold and if there is 
no adequate shelter they will turn their 
ample asses to the wind and cop a few 
zees until things warm up, but they can 
be tempted to come in with a warm fire. 
You have to be on full alert in the spring 
time though, since they will tend to 
challenge all fences in the pursuit of 
wanting to be impregnated even though 
they will swear on an intellectual bible 
that they do not want children. 


article continues on page 15... 
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Community news 


The Roxy’s XXXth 
Season Has Started! 
a@eason’s tickets are still on sale and 
the prices have dropped this year, 
to give you a chance to check out 
the line-up of shows at a more afford- 
able rate. (For those of you who have 
already seen the first show of the season, 
The Black Rider, you can redeem the 
value of your ticket against a season 
ticket package. Call the Box Office for 
details at 453-2440. The most popular 
ticket package is the Flex Pass. In addi- 
tion to an all-admission pass to Nextfest 
2005, the Flex Pass also gives you four 
flex-tickets which can be used in any 
combination throughout the year. It also 
gives you unlimited exchange privileges 
on your dates. It’s a very affordable way 
to get yourself four tickets and a 


Douglas Design 


~~! 


Select Framing Inc. 


‘When all you want to spend...is 
more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 
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Nexttest pass for this season. For those 
of you who are Flex subscribers, and 
haven’t yet booked your dates, we 
encourage you to do so—performances 
are selling out. 

The second show of the season is 
now on sale! Marion Bridge, by award- 
winning playwright Daniel Maclvor, is 
set on the peaceful and idyllic island of 
Cape Breton, where three sisters face 
a crisis that is anything but tranquil. 
Wave after wave of laughter, bitterness, 
shock and outrage is about to crash 
upon their shores. 

“A compelling and strikingly 
original theatrical text...1t might be 
Maclvor’s finest work yet.” 
—Halifax Daily News 


For more information on what’s coming 


up, Visit www.attheroxy.com¥ 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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Iture of womonspace 


The Compassionate Dyk 


by Lindy Pratch 
(originally appeared July/August 2001) 


amusie Bright has stated that “les- 
bians are known for noble anger, 

the righteous, unimpeachable kind 

that shows the rest of the world just 
what it takes to fight for social justice.” 

War, slavery, poverty, environmental 
destruction, homophobia—oppression 
in its many forms—should not be toler- 
ated. Noble anger is a natural response 
to injustice. It is not the most effective 
reaction, however. Mahatma Gandhi, 
Martin Luther King Jr., Mother Theresa 
and Vietnamese peace activist Thich 
Nhat Hanh exemplify another approach. 
Action that is grounded in loving com- 
passion 1s a more effective method for 
change. 

Anger—noble or not—is a detriment 
in many cases. Think back to the pro- 
tests in Quebec City and how little of 
the anti-free trade message was heard 
through the overriding anger and vio- 
lence. Anger clouds judgment. It results 
ina physiological response which in- 
cludes increased circulation of sugar- 
enriched blood away from the brain, 
making it more difficult to think ration- 
ally. That is the reason someone might 
say, “I was so mad, I couldn’t think.” 

When social action is fuelled by 
anger, a lot of energy is wasted. An 
angry activist will tire eventually. 


A lesbian who follows a compassionate 
path, on the other hand, will find that 
the source of love is infinite. 

How can a dyke learn to use loving 
compassion instead of noble anger in 
the face of injustice? With practice. By 
seeking the emotions that lie beneath 
the righteous anger. Feeling care and 
support for the underdog is an aspect of 
feeling love for humankind. By exten- 
sion, that love encompasses everyone, 
oppressor and underdog alike. We must 
also be willing to be compassionate 
towards our own fears and inner dark- 
ness and, in time, we can expand this to 
feeling loving compassion for the fears 
that govern an oppressor’s actions. 

If you feel outrage, breathe until it 
cools. Take action when your mind is 
clear. Take action at every opportunity, 
allowing loving compassion to guide 
you. If you wish to combat homophobia, 
for example, then walk with joy in the 
Pride Parade. Write letters to your 
elected representatives and come out to 
your family, friends, coworkers and 
other people around you. 

Be open to change within yourself if 
you wish to see change happen in the 
world. Practice loving compassion in 
order to make the world a more loving, 
humanitarian place.¥ 


womonspace november 2.004 


Culture of womonspace 
Wooing Gl-Jane 


ONnlnles 

(originally appeared January 2003) 
_hat can I say about Women in 
Uniform? Well, P’ve kissed 
them, I’ve hugged them, I’ve 
lusted after them, I’ve dated them, I’ve 
loved them, I’ve been loved by them, and 
I’ve been crushed by them. Oh yeah, and 
I’ve fought along side them. (Corporal, 
C.D., Retired. Arte et Marte!) The mili- 
tary lesbian community was a very 
different place way back when I joined. 
Being gay in the military was not yet 
legal, and there were countless stories 
of women getting booted out once they 
were caught. I do know that they inves- 
tigated me, but everyone, even my many 


straight male supervisors, stuck up for 
me. In the end, when they finally dragged 
me in for questioning, all they could find 
to ask me about was a misspelled address 
on my personal history form. I will never 
forget the day (years later) when I was told 
not to worry anymore, because they could 
no longer investigate us based on sexual 
preference. I will also never forget the 
day I read the message about being able 
to claim common-law status for same- 
sex couples. Damn! There I was, single! 
Imagine, during the hiring blitz of the 
early °80s (oh damn, gave away my age) 
there were 120 women living in the same 
barracks. Young women, athletic women, 
energetic women—women sometimes 
scampering around in undies and t-shirts, 
and other times stood rigid and polished, 
ready for action. It was so hard to handle! 
Once training is done and you’re posted 
to a base, everything is more interesting. 
To find the lesbians, one had only to 
wait until broomball or softball season 
started. In fact, a couple of times over 
the years, we had an entirely gay team! 
This became especially fun when you 
went to regional or national compe- 
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Lf 


titions of military sports. There, you could 
meet up with girls from other bases, 
and old friends from other postings or 
courses. For the week of competition, 
you'd live in barracks with all the teams, 
which left the potential for many things, 
naughty and nice! We were a secret 
society in the early days. You would 
grasp to remember names of other les- 
bians you heard from friends—because 
once posted, it would make life so much 
easier if you knew one person who 
“was” at the same base. Some names 
are still only legend in my mind— 
probably best left that way too! Things 
to remember when Wooing Gl-Jane: 
Never step on her highly polished parade 
boots. Try not to laugh at her the day she 
has to wear her dress uniform skirt to 
work. And definitely don’t laugh at her 
when you find her folding those cute little 
army green boxer shorts. And, most 
important, NEVER, EVER surprise her 
by ironing her shirts or pants.¥ 


photo courtesy .P. 
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Culture of womonspace 


The Quiz that Nostradamus predicted but didn’t talk much about... 


The Quiz that entirely 100% guarantees a shortcut to true love™... 


Better Homes Than Yours and Gardens Proudly but Secretly Presents in 


Conjunction with Womonspace and! Permanent Press... 


How to Be Lesbian Lovers for a Lifetime 


ria Dyke has noticed that a lot of 
/ you are continually dating/ 
re partnering up with the wrong 
type of woman. This quiz, an excerpt 
from my new book, will help you better 
understand yourself/your grrrl, AND 
can save you a lot of time/money/ 
heartache. AND you can lose weight 
while you’re doing it! 


Circle the best answer (use a pen): 
L. In the grand scheme of things, 
what are you doing? 
a) Resting on the couch 
b) Eating a nice cheese snack 


in) 


by Dr. Dyke 
(originally appeared July/August 2001) 


c) Playing with bendy straws 
d) Still recovering from Pride 
e) Bossing your friends around 
f) c) and g) 


. If the cat was sleeping on top of 


the tv, and suddenly had a barfing 

fit, who would clean up the mess? 

a) Me, meaning you, the person 
taking this quiz 

b) You, meaning the person who ts 
with you who hasn’t taken the 


quiz yet 

c) The cat, meaning cats will eat 
their own vomit, and it doesn’t 
even have to be dry! 
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3. You come home to find your 
significant other has eaten three 
McChickens. Your reaction is: 
a) Entire amusement 
b) Shock and horror 
c) Complete pride—your record 

was two and a halt. 


How Did You Rate? 

Okay, did you really circle your answers 
with a pen? Are you going to let a 
womon’s newsletter tell you what to 
do? If you have an underlying yearning 
to be rated and dominated, please con- 
tact Dr. Dyke at womonspace for your 
personal assessment. * * 

Since its first publication, Lesbian 
Lovers has become a cult book and 
international bestseller.*** Dr. Dyke 
was the first to explore in detail and 
with authority the connections between 
lesbianism and modern physics. Her 
book has contributed to the new aware- 
ness of a profound harmony between 
the world views of lesbian pairing and 
the sciences. And recent developments 
in subatomic physics—the subject of a 
new chapter for this latest edition— 
have reinforced her thesis. 


What People are saying about Lesbian Lovers: 


“I laughed. I cried. I was a wave 


of emotion.” 
—Sappho; Time-Life Rep/Greek poet 


“T can’t believe SHE wrote it. I regret 
ever having fucked-up her mind and 
stomping on her heart. I guess I 
messed up my big chance, and that’s a 
mistake I'll just have to live with for 


the rest of my life.” 
—V.T.; author’s Ex 


“Eeeewwwwww!!!” 
—Homophobia Weekly; not to be 
confused with The Alberta Reader. 
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“Disclaimer: This quiz is based entirely on 
the whims of Dr. Dyke and is in 
no way a scientific study, unless 
you count that it was written 
while watching Star Trek 

Voyager reruns. Results may 

vary, and true love is in no way 

guaranteed, 


** Disclaimer: Yet another fabrication. Don’t 
pester the nice newsletter. 


***Disclaumer: Not in any way true, except 
in the mind of Dr. Dyke. 


culture of 


Horse Girls. . 


. continued from page 10. 


Alas, sometimes even a horse gir] 
will jump the fence and run away. In 
the pursuit of ownership and pleasure, 
we must quickly revaluate our role of 
the partner of said girlfriend. Did she 
run out of boredom or because you’re 
an asshole or maybe she just did it for 
no reason at all. Either way we must 
rectify the problem because our peace 
of mind is at stake. We will ask our- 
selves, “How can I catch her again?” 
And we will try to try again but in the 
end we begin to wonder if perhaps we 
need a different addiction. A new girl- 
friend perhaps? Maybe no girlfriend at 
all? Library movies are certainly much 
more cost effective as far as entertain- 
ment values go. 

Girlfriends are a commodity and if 
we have good business sense we will 
quickly determine which ones are worth 
our time and effort and hopefully cut 
our losses and flee the scene for some- 
thing better, and learn to be much 
faster at catching the horse girls...ciao 
belles! ¥ 
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New York State Accepts Canadian Gay Marriages 


courtesy wwiv.equalmarriage.ca 


oday, information was made 
public by a New York civil 
\ rights organization showing 
that the New York State and Local 
Retirement System will treat Canadian 
marriages of same-sex couples the same 
as any other marriage for purposes of 
retirement benefits and obligations. 
A press release from the Empire State 
Pride Agenda says this makes the retire- 
ment system the first state program in 
New York to respect all marriages 
equally. 

The decision was made by New York 
State Comptroller Alan G. Hevesi, whose 
office has jurisdiction over the retirement 
system. It was communicated in a letter 
dated October 8 from the Comptroller 
to Mark Daigneault, a state employee 
who wrote in September asking how 
getting married in Canada would affect 
retirement benefits for him, his same- 
sex partner and their two children. 

In Comptroller Hevesi’s letter, he 
tells Daigneault, “Based on current law, 
the Retirement System will recognize a 


same-sex Canadian marriage in the same 
manner as an opposite-sex New York 
marriage, under the principle of comity. 
That principle has been legal practice 
pursuant to New York Court of Appeals 
rulings for many years.” 

The response to Daigneault, which 
includes a cover letter from Hevesi and 
an accompanying letter from Counsel 
to the Retirement System George S. 
King, provides the legal history and 
justification behind the Comptroller’s 
decision and describes how being mar- 
ried will affect Daigneault’s retirement 
benefits. The letter also details the rights 
of current and former spouses in regards 
to retirement benefits. 

After receiving the Comptroller’s 
letter, Mark Daigneault said, “I am 
happy to learn that my family will be 
given the same support and protection 
that all other families receive through 
the retirement system. As a dad anda 
spouse, I want to protect the ones I love 
in every way possible. I’m glad the 


article continues on page 18... 
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Chosen Family. . . continued from page 9. 


have cheered on my successes and put 
band-aids on all sorts of wounds. Some 
are related by blood, but many—in 
fact, most—of them are not. These are 
the people I have chosen to share parts 
of my life with, whether I last saw them 
yesterday, or I last saw them last year. 
Now it’s ridiculously late at night (I’ve 
been brooding on this subject for many 
hours) AND I’m feeling infinitely better 
about this whole ridiculous “family” 
business. I imagine this sounds as inane 
as any cutesy story about my family 
vacation to Florida and as flaky asa 
women’s sharing circle on a full moon 
night—but so be it. I’ve got to light some 
candles for all my family members, make 
some kind of incantation to the god- 
desses and reapply my patchouli oil.v 


S REMI 


Real Estate 
Independently Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath. «.a. 


Agent 
Bus: (780) 488-4000 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1L4 

Fax: (780) 426-5700 

Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 

Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 
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jJanuary’s topic... 


resolutions 


UMA) Syeyeie ak Wau O44 @ 


max 500 words, submit text 
and photos by december 15th 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


A eaNOEIN TRAVEL 


City Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 
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Community news 


New York State Accepts C 


Comptroller recognizes that all families 
need the same protections.” 

Daigneault is an employee with the 
New York State Insurance Department 
and is in a long-term committed rela- 
tionship of thirteen years with his same- 
sex partner. They are raising two 
adopted children. 

“The Comptroller has simply inter- 
preted the law as Attorney General 
Eliot Spitzer and at least one trial court 
has read it, which is that New York 
comity law requires that legal marriages 
from other jurisdictions, including mar- 
riages of same-sex couples, be fully 
respected here in New York State,” said 
Ross Levi, Pride Agenda Director of 
Public Policy and Governmental Affairs.” 

New York State law is clear; mar- 
riages validly executed in other jurisdic- 
tions must be respected in this state,” 
said Alphonso David, Staff Attorney 
with Lambda Legal, the nation’s oldest 
and largest LGBT legal rights advocacy 
organization. “The Comptroller’s action 
complies with the law and will yield far- 
reaching benefits to married same-sex 
couples who were previously restricted 
from necessary cost of living adjust- 
ments, pension and death benefits. Other 
state agencies and local municipalities 
must follow this lead to eradicate all 
governmental discrimination against 
married same-sex couples in New York.” 

“Over the past year, hundreds of 
same-sex couples have traveled to 
Canada to get married,” said the Pride 
Agenda’s Ross Levi. “They have returned 
home and are now 100 percent legally 
married in New York State. They are 
asking their employers, their local gov- 
ernments, their state and companies they 
do business with to respect and honor 
their marriage and many of these public 
and private players are responding by 


Si (ie: 


‘anadian Gay Marriages. . . continued from page 16. 


2” 


saying, ‘Yes you’re married. 

Comptroller Hevesi’s decision is the 
latest in a series of decisions by elected 
officials, courts and companies across 

New York State to treat legal out-of- 

state marriages of same-sex couples the 

same way they treat other out-of-state 
marriages: 

¢ In 2003, a New York County Supreme 

Court ruled in Langan v. St. Vincent’s 

Hospital of New York in terms of 

authorizing wrongful death actions 

that “spouse” can also mean a sur- 
viving same-sex partner to a Vermont 
civil union. 

On March 3 of this year, Attorney 

General Eliot Spitzer citing New 

York’s comity law said that marriages 

of same-sex couples performed else- 

where are completely valid in New 

York State and must be treated as 

such. 

e After Attorney General Spitzer’s 
March statement, elected officials in 
the municipalities of Nyack, Ithaca, 
Buffalo, Brighton and Rochester fol- 
lowed suit and fully recognized legal 
out-of-state same-sex marriages, 
giving them the same rights as all 


other marriages within their local 
jurisdictions. 

¢ In Rochester, for example, surviving 
spouses of veterans, including same- 
sex spouses, are entitled to certain 
types of city licenses and property 
tax exemptions. 

¢ In the private sector, Lambda Legal 
has reported that Allstate, State Farm, 
Geico and Electric automobile insur- 
ance companies have agreed to com- 
ply with state law and respect the 
marriages of same-sex couples, pro- 
viding them with the same rates and 
coverage as married opposite-sex 
couples. ¥ 
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resource directory 


arts 

Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 pM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 
479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 
Lesbian Book (lub Reading fiction by and about 
lesbians. Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 
tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 

Women’s Drumming and Goddess Chanting Cirle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics 

Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 
Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 
Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 6:00 to 
7:30 PM (Early enough to go for a beer after- 
wards!) Oliver School 10227-118 St. All levels 
welcome and encouraged to come and join in 
the fun. Call 465-3620 for more info/leave 
message. 

Gay and Lesbian Tennis Alliance Weekly recreational 
or competitive tennis. Contact Jennifer at 
jhwheaton@shaw.ca or 432-2023. 

Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 
Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 

Making Waves Swim (lub Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 pM 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 PM at NAIT 
Swimming Pool. Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 

Northern Titan’ Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bow] for fun! Resuming in 
September. Contact Joy or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


churches 

Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 

B'nai HaKeshet (Children of the Rainbow) Edmonton’s 
newest GLBT-friendly spiritual centre. All 
faiths, all people welcome. Find the God 
within! Call Miryam at 233-3719 for details. 
Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
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List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or womonspace@ 


hotmail.com 


at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
space for LGBT Christians and friends. 
Service at 7 PM Sundays at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 
www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
leedmonton@Icna.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 


sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 


10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 
Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 


sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


community action 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 
in relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris.wells@shaw.ca 

Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 


annual Pride Festival in Edmonton. 


www.prideedmonton.org 


hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 


leisure groups 

Breakfast (lub Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 
Dykes on Bikes Love motorcycles? Seeking motor- 
cycle enthusiasts to form a Dykes on Bikes 
group to talk bikes, go on fun rides, ete. 
Everyone welcome, whether you have a bike 
or not! Email dykesonbikes@telus.net or call 
476-6417 with your contact info. 
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resource directory 


Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracy at 619-9723. 

Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 

Open Door Club at OMC Weekly meetings, events 
and awareness. odcgmc@msn.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 
www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 

The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 


Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


radio 
Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 


CJSR 88.5 FM. 
support services 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


classifieds 


Classified ad deadline is § px on November roth. Three lines max. Free to members, $s to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


accommodations 

Shared accommodation. $300/mo. (all- 
inclusive except telephone). Near Kingsway 
Mall, close to bus routes to the southside and 
the university. Call Tracey at 619-9723. 


Shared accommodation in house. $350/mo. 
plus 1/3 utilities. Call Sharie at 475-1502. 


Should vou pay more to rent than to own? No 
down payment required. For more informa- 
tion, phone Sylvia MacKinnon at 459-2000. 
Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. Open 
year round with cabins, hiking, x-country 
skiing, skating and more. Call Geri 586-0002. 
Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15—Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 
Roommate Wanted. Female to share two- 
bedroom main floor of a house. $350/month 


continued 


Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 PM. #45, 9912-106 St. Call 488-3234. 
Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third Monday 
of the month at a bi-friendly location. Contact 
bweofteegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill ar 422-6207. 


Pride Centre of Edmonton #45, 9912-106 St. Drop-in, 
counselling and library, 7-10 pm. Call 488- 
3234 or visit www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 
PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the month 
7:30 PM at Pride Centre. Call Lynne at 462- 
5958 or pflag@interbaun.com 

True Spirit North Mixed gender Trans support 
group. We have a new meeting place at 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave. Last 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30-9:30 PM. Call 
405-4134, www.members.shaw/ca/truespirit/ 
Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at Pride Centre. Contact yavedm@hotmail.com 


plus 1/3 utilities. Located 2 blocks south of 
the SPCA. Call Anne at 915-6030 
opportunities 

Isis Moon’s Studio. Lesbian Exhibit of Nudes 


(Goddesses). By appointment only. Call 
455-6351. www.goddessmysteryschool.com 


Belly Dance Classes. Don’t knock it ‘til ya 
shake it! Call Valda 479-8234 
Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. Five 
flavours are available at the cost of $2 each. 
Call 423-3737 during office hours, Monday 
to Friday. 
For Sale: Extra lean ground beef and bulk 
beef from certified organic farm. Call (780) 
764-2319 or email blumkad@telusplanet.net 
personals 
SWF seeking SWF? Place your personal ad 
here. Contact womonspace@hotmail.com 
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alexis hla 


From CASTLES to CONDOS 
....and everything in between 


201, 6650-177 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5T 4J5 


ery | Alexis Hlady, Agent — Sutton Challenge 
awe | fx (780) 444-8017 


Jee (©. Liovp 
Barrister © Solicitor 


950 Canada Western Bank Dlace 
10503 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 3NO 

(780) 442-4417 
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lances! 


Name(s) 

Address : 

City ; Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 

12 month membership fee: . 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
TS] 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


“J New Member 4 Renewal LJ Associate 
J I would like to be a volunteer 

J Please mail my newsletter to my home ~ Total Enclosed: 
J 1 will pick up the newsletter at dances and events S 

_ I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 
J I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 


‘ 
Ee a a od 


November 27 
World Beat Dance 


December 18 
Christmas Dance _, 


9pm to 1 am 
Inglewood-Hall ~ 12515-116 Ave 
DJ Dade 


Tickets: $10 advance, $15 at door 
(party platters available all night!) 


(Advance tickets available at Pride Centre at #45, 9912- 106 § Street, 
Earth’s General Store and local community GLBT hangouts.) 


Sd 


membership form 
( Coot inene Ascred) 
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